Social Host Ordinance

Definition
Social host liability laws (also known as teen party ordinances, loud or unruly gathering ordinances, or response costs ordinances) target the location in which underage drinking takes place.  Social host liability laws hold non-commercial individuals responsible for underage drinking events on property they own, lease, or otherwise control.
Current California state law prohibits furnishing of alcoholic beverages to underage persons, yet the state law also allows youth possession on private property or with the consent of a parent, relative, or legal age spouse.  Social host liability laws send a clear message that parents and other adults have a responsibility in the way they manage their homes, rentals, and other private property to prevent underage drinking parties and their devastating consequences.  
Value
Social host ordinances close unsafe loopholes in current State law by holding any adult accountable for providing alcohol to anyone under age 21 and by providing law enforcement with enforcement authority to hold adults accountable for minors consuming alcohol on public or private property

In 2006, Health & Human Services and the Napa County Catalyst Coalition adopted the 2007-10 Strategic Prevention Plan.  The plan identified key health markers in the community, uncovering the need to reduce youth access to alcohol.  
· The most frequent sources of alcohol for Napa County’s underage drinkers, in order, are older friends (93%), older siblings (78%), and parents (59%). (Old?  I’ll check)
· 73% of Napa County residents agree that adults who provide alcohol for minors should be held more accountable for their actions.  
· In Napa County, 82% of residents believe home parties are the most likely settings for underage drinking.
· Parties are associated with heavy drinking and binge drinking.  By 11th grade, 46% of Napa County students have been very drunk or sick from drinking alcohol. 
Logistics
In general, the hosting of a party on private property at which alcohol is being consumed by underage youth would result in a call for service from a neighbor or attendee.  Law enforcement administers a citation on the scene to the host and/or adults.  “Model” ordinances include escalating fines for the number of times a location is cited, civil fines rather than criminal charges (reducing burden of proof issues), recovery costs, and include very specific definitions of party, host and location.  
Status
Napa County Sheriff, City of Napa, City of St Helena and City of Calistoga Police Departments all have existing ordinances that differ from one another.  These jurisdictions, along with American Canyon and Yountville, have all participated in planning meetings to adopt new local ordinances.  Each jurisdiction has reviewed ordinances from other communities, and has discussed ways to adopt similar or identical ordinances across the county.
Catalyst Coalition groups in Napa, American Canyon, St. Helena and Calistoga are currently promoting and supporting their local ordinance adoption/modification, helping to collect local data, advocating in the media, and planning Town Hall meetings to open community dialogue about underage drinking.  
