Eagle Eye on AmCan: Television City
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American Canyon has been getting some television time recently. First, the Catalyst Coalition, a group of Napa educators, parents and police officers working to curb underage drinking, collaborated with Sonoma and Marin Counties to put on a “Law Enforcement Party Prevention & Controlled Dispersal Training” for law enforcement officers last week. It went really well and was covered by CBS Channel 5 News Feb. 24. 

Trainees played cops and crashed a mock party in order to practice for the real thing. At this party the kids were drinking soda.

American Canyon Police Officer Tony Heuschel was interviewed on camera and, in the words of a Catalyst email “made us very proud.”

Heuschel explained that one concern about breaking up an underage drinking party is to keep the drinkers from fleeing in automobiles. That’s a triple whammy: intoxicated, inexperienced and in a panic.

According to the news clip, the North Bay has the highest incidence of teen drinking in the state. 

The Coalition meets once a month at the Public Safety Building, 911 E. Donaldson Way in American Canyon. Contact Aileen Savage, a volunteer coordinator, at the Napa County Office of Education, 2121 Imola Avenue in Napa: (707) 265-2781; ASavage@ncoe.k12.ca.us; or visit, catalystcoalition.com, or facebook.com/CatalystCoalition.
Another local celebrity isn’t a person but a place: community stalwart, Ristorante La Strada. The venerable eatery was highlighted on KRON, Channel 4 “Best of the Bay” last Sunday.

The program profiles businesses and services as diverse as restaurants, dentists, and auto shops in the nine-county Bay Area that have been nominated. 

The show’s website says:

“Through a series of confidential phone interviews, Best of the Bay producers … contact a sampling of the applicant’s provided customer base in order to obtain pertinent information necessary to evaluate the applicant’s expertise, customer service history and last but not least customer satisfaction track record.”

Viewers then can vote for their favorites in the various categories on the program’s website. 

The one-minute segment touted La Strada for serving “classic Italian cuisine near the heart of the Napa Valley,” and describing it as a great place to “unwind after a hard day,” a place where owners and staff take a “personal interest” in guest satisfaction. 

The profile ended with the restaurant’s tongue-in-cheek motto: “All roads lead to La Strada.” In Italian “La Strada” means “road” or “street.”

Finally, Vince D’Adamo, our own Eagle sports editor was on Channel 28’s “The Newest Arty Party Adventure Show” (“The N.A.P.A. Show”) last night. Unfortunately, the Eagle deadline prevented a review in this space. But knowing Mr. D — and knowing Arty Reyes, a.k.a. Arty Party — I’m sure it was a hoot. Of course the big question before airtime was: Will Al Davis call while Vince is on the air? As Vince points out, he and Big Al have never been seen together. Could they be one and the same? You be the judge.

I suggest we spell out “AMCAN” in big white letters in the hills overlooking the city. Move over, Hollywood. 
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