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Students walk door-to-door to stop underage drinking
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WEDNESDAY - DECEMBER 14, 2011 - NAPA, CA - Jocelyn Gomez, 12, applies a sticker to the door of A&B Market on Old Sonoma Road on Wednesday afternoon. Members of Mariposa, a support group for girls at Harvest Middle School, were distributing the stickers against underage drinking. J.L. Sousa/Register
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The campaign against underage drinking got a boost this week with the help of half-a-dozen girls from Harvest Middle School. 

For an hour Wednesday, the students walked to neighborhood markets, beauty salons, a pharmacy and other businesses on Old Sonoma Road to distribute the baseball-size “static clings” — non-sticky stickers that can be peeled off — warning the public against underage drinking. “It’s Against the Law,” the stickers say.

“It’s going to help people be healthy,” said Karla Mata, 12, as she and her schoolmates walked from one business to the next, accompanied by the instructor of their after-school program and a coordinator for the Catalyst Coalition. The grass-roots organization has spearheaded efforts to streamline a law that imposes fees and fines to hosts of any age who allow underage drinking at gatherings. 

The girls placed the “static clings” on windows and doors after asking the businesses for permission in Spanish or English. The students said they believe in not drinking.

“I want to be successful in life,” said Alma Morales, 12. 

The girls stopped by markets that sell alcohol and other businesses that don’t.

“No problem,” said Mike Naggar at “DocOfRock,” a store in the Food City Shopping Center that sells T-shirts, along with body jewelry and hookah pipes in which the smoke is filtered through water.

At Family Drug nearby, a cashier, tongue in cheek, directed the girls to the “big man” — pharmacist Tom Gracia.

Gracia, whose pharmacy sells no alcohol, agreed to let the girls place a sign on his window after the girls told him it was to support the cause.

“I’m for that,” he said, referring to the campaign.

The project is an opportunity to talk to the girls about the dangers of alcohol, said Johana Guzman, who coordinates after-school programs at various middle schools, including Harvest Middle School. Underage drinking is a problem in Napa County, she said.

According to the Catalyst Coalition, which is distributing thousands of static clings to other school students, businesses and parents, girls are more likely to try alcohol than boys. 

In 2009, in a California Healthy Kids Survey, about 39 percent of surveyed juniors enrolled in the Napa Valley Unified School District reported drinking within the past 30 days.

Karla  seemed pleased with the reception she and her classmates received Wednesday.

“We haven’t gotten any ‘no’s,’” she said. “So that’s pretty good.” 
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