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	CATALYST COALITION of Napa County 
 

Mission:  To use our community's collaborative strength to address and combat      youth problems related to alcohol, tobacco and other drug use in Napa County.   



	
	Quick Links 

Contact Us  

 

Go to Our Website
Join Our List 




NEXT CATALYST MEETINGS 
 SUMMER SCHEDULE
DROP-INS OK!
 

NAPA 

  

Napa/McPherson Neighborhood
Second Monday of the Month 

 June 14th, July 12th, August 9th

4:00-5:00pm
McPherson Elementary School
2670 Yajome St. 

 
Napa County DUI Taskforce
Third Monday of the Month

1:00-3:00pm

Health & Human Services

Bldg B, Rm 107

2344 Old Sonoma Rd.

 

 AMERICAN CANYON
Meets every Wednesday while school is in session

3:00-4:00pm

AmCan Middle School 

Computer Lab

300 Benton Way

 

 ST. HELENA
4th Tuesday of the Month

June 22, July 27th (no Aug)

5:30-7:00pm

St. Helena Family Center

1440 Spring St.

 

CALISTOGA
Second Monday of the Month

June 14th, (No July), Aug 9th

4:00-5:00pm

Calistoga Jr./Sr. High School

Teacher Lounge

 

CATALYST TEAM LEADERS
NAPA
Terry Longoria

tlongoria@ncoe.k12.ca.us
707.259.5979

 

Leslie Medine

lmedine@comcast.net
707.251.9432

 

AMERICAN CANYON 

Jennifer Howard

jhoward@ncoe.k12.ca.us
707.265.2795

 

Jennifer Stewart

jstewart@ncoe.k12.ca.us
707.259.5949

 

ST. HELENA
Shirin Vakharia

shirin.vakharia@countyofnapa.org
707.259.8691

 

CALISTOGA
Anne Williams

awilliams@calistoga.k12.ca.us
707.942.6278 x154

 

Chief Jonathan Mills

jmills@ci.calistoga.ca.us
707.942.2810

New Website!
Check out the new 

 

Napa County Office of Education website   

 

with updated information about programs and services!
 

 

Quick Links 

Montana Meth Project 

 
Alcohol & Health 


 
National Center on Addiction  at Columbia University



 

Building Drug-Free Communities
 

Stop Teen Drinking www.nodrugs.info 
  

Alcohol and Parenting
 

Alcohol and the Teen Brain
WHAT HAPPENS AS 

 NAPA COUNTY KIDS 

 GET OLDER?  

A Comparison Study with 

Facts from the Fall, 2009 Healthy Kids Survey
 

Let's Follow the Same Group of Kids and See What Happens...

  
In 2005, 12% of 7th graders had at least one full drink of alcohol in 
 the last 30 days.
 

In 2007,  when they were in 9th grade, 
 25% of these students had at least one full drink of alcohol in the last 30 days. 
 
  In 2009, now in 11th grade, 41% of these students had at least one full drink of alcohol in 
 the last 30 days.
 

That's almost a 
four-fold increase 
in 4 years!
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	June, 2010
A Program by the Napa County Office of Education  
DID YOU KNOW...
All Kids Should be Screened for Alcohol Use, Pediatricians Say 
 
The American Academy of Pediatricians (AAP) has recently released a revised policy report recommending doctors screen all of their young patients for alcohol use, starting in middle school.  

 

Committee chair Janet Williams of the University of Texas Health Science Center said that most doctors don't routinely ask about youth alcohol use, and need to know how to provide prevention guidance and referrals for treatment. According to lead author, Patricia Kokotailo of the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health, "A remarkable amount of brain development is still occurring for young people through their 20's. This policy statement provides better evidence about how alcohol affects the brains of young people and why it is important to screen children." (Jointogether.org)

CATALYST COALITION CITY TEAM UPDATES
After months of research and review on the Social Host Policy, members of the Catalyst Coalition presented their findings and recommendations to the Napa County Board of Supervisors on April 27th, 2010.

 

The Social Host Policy ordinance presentation was conducted by Health & Human Services, followed by a dozen additional public comments from Catalyst Coalition members to further inform the Board about social hosting, youth access to alcohol, and the community's support of the ordinance. 

 

After supportive comments by Diane Dillon, Brad Wagenknecht and Bill Dodd, the Board's vote was unanimous, and the newly revised Napa County Social Host Ordinance will now become effective in June, 2010.  Cities throughout the county will likely follow suit to become aligned with the new revisions.  Congratulations to Shirin Vakharia, Jennifer Stewart and others for their amazing achievement, one that benefits the safety and well-being of everyone in the county.
 

To view the Napa Valley Register article on the new ordinance, please click here.

  
St. Helena Partnership
 

On April 27th, the St. Helena Partnership held a Town Hall meeting with more than 40 local parents and community members in attendance.  The group learned about drug testing youth at home, and about the current local usage of alcohol and marijuana as reported by this year's St. Helena 7th, 9th, and 11th graders.  In addition, the group discussed the upcoming Social Host Ordinance as an important prevention tool for youth access to alcohol.  Sara Cakebread moderated the event with special presentations from Mayor Del Britton, and others.  Refreshments were generously donated by the district's nutrition program.  

 

To view the St. Helena Star article about this event, please click here.

 

Many members of the Partnership have also been working as local prevention leaders to educate the community about the Medical Marijuana ordinance, which ended up being rejected by the St. Helena City Council in a 4-1 vote last week. 

 

Napa-McPherson Team
 

Together with Friday Night Live, coalition members hosted a very successful Town Hall event on May 13th, attended by District Attorney Gary Leiberstein and Superintendant Barbara Nemko, with teens and parents filling the room to its full capacity.   

 
Lynne Goodwin, a regional leader with the California Friday Night Live Partnership, shared her heartbreaking story of losing two of her children in separate vehicle accidents, one involving an underage drunk driver, who is now in prison.  Further discussion ensued among the audience about ways to address underage drinking prevention in Napa.

 
To learn more about the event as reported in the Napa Valley Register, please click here. 

 

American Canyon 
 
Mark your calendars and plan to attend American Canyon's TAP (Teen Alcohol Prevention) Rally on Wednesday, June 2nd from 1-3pm at the American Canyon Middle School, 100 Benton Way.  Like the other Town Hall events that have occurred throughout Napa County, this one will surely please kids and adults alike, with activities and useful information on underage drinking prevention in our neighborhoods. 

 

Calistoga 

 

Calistoga recently held their Town Hall meeting on underage drinking prevention on May 20th, led by Friday Night Live coordinator Madeline Parker and 3 students from the high school.  Lydia Ruiz, parent of Alexander Ruiz, spoke to the crowd about her son's tragic death in a car crash last year.  "Well under the legal age to consume alcohol, the drunk driver - whose passenger buddy remains in a nursing care facility more than a year after the crash - made the horrible choice of getting behind the wheel of a car while drinking." (Weekly Calistogan, 5/14/10).  Attendees broke into groups to explore solutions and brainstorm ways the community can engage kids in positive activities. 
 
Calistoga Police Chief Jonathan Mills addressed the issue of social hosting, and the need for Calistoga to follow up on Napa County's passing of a newly revised Social Host Ordinance.  He expects the issue to go before the City Council in mid-June.
 
To view the recent article in the Weekly Calistogan, please click here. 

 

For more information on Social Host Ordinances, please visit our website at www.catalystcoalition.com.
DARE/SAFE SCHOOLS FOUNDATION 

5th Graders Graduate! 

 

In May, 5th graders throughout Napa County stepped up to receive their D.A.R.E. diplomas, after 12 weeks of instruction on healthy decision-making around drugs and alcohol.  In addition, four students from each school have received special mention for their D.A.R.E. essays, and are thrilled to receive a gold medal for their excellence.  Thank you to the outstanding D.A.R.E. officers who bring their knowledge and wisdom to the classroom - their dedication has made the program a huge and "daring" success!

 

For more information about the DARE/Safe Schools Foundation, please visit our website at www.safeschoolsnapavalley.org
 

Join the cause!  We are looking to expand our board membership.  For more information,  please contact Jennifer Stewart at 707-259-5949.
NAPA COUNTY DUI TASKFORCE 

Responsible Beverage Service in the City of Napa 

 

As of April 1, Responsible Beverage Service training is now required as part of special event permitting in the city of Napa.  This requirement, established by the Napa Police Department, applies to all persons "engaged in or assisting with the sales or service of alcoholic beverages." (2010 Conditions of Operation, Special Events with Alcohol).  This training is free to organizations hosting events in Napa County.  RBS certification is valid for 3 years, and includes training on i.d. checks and preventing underage access to alcohol.  Working with Napa County Health & Human Services and the Catalyst Coalition, all cities in Napa County will soon consider similar requirements for their Conditions of Operation policy.  To view the recent Napa Valley Register article, please click here.
 
For more information about the DUI Task Force, Responsible Beverage Service, current initiatives, and ways to get involved, please visit our website at www.soberdrivernapavalley.com.
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