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Catalyst Coalition to hold Calistoga meeting

Group plans substance abuse offensive 
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A Napa County Department of Education committee known as The Catalyst Coalition plans to use the collaborative strength of its group of community leaders as a catalyst to address and combat youth substance abuse in Napa County.

The Coalition is made up of four City Teams representing parents, service providers, schools, elected officials, businesses, and youth.

City Teams in American Canyon, Napa, St. Helena and Calistoga will work within their communities to identify local issues surrounding substance use, and develop strategies to address these problems on a local level. Each City Team will help the Coalition create a Strategic Prevention Plan that will be adopted as a county-wide, five-year workplan for Napa County agencies, nonprofits, community groups, schools and community leaders to use as a road map for combating substance use.

Additionally, the Coalition will collect and review local data regarding youth substance abuse and related services/efforts. It plans to create a county-wide strategic plan, develop and implement a county-wide awareness campaign, and create a Youth Leadership Advisory Committee with youth representatives in the planning and implementation of Catalyst Coalition projects.

The collaborative project was funded by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration and will be a replicable program model to begin similar collaboratives in communities nationwide.

Local groups are urged to participate in a local City Team meetings and to attend our Catalyst Coalition county-wide meetings. The Calistoga City Team meeting, hosted by the Boys & Girls Club, Napa County Office of Education and the Calistoga Police Department will hold a community meeting to discuss issues of substance use in Calistoga will be held Feb. 5, from 4 to 5 p.m. at the Calistoga High School library.
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