American Canyon School/Community Meeting

Participant Feedback -- February 4, 2009

Present: Ted Montoya, Brian Banducci, Alan Clayton, Jackie Clayton, Sherry Tennyson, Roddrick Sweeney, Steve Perry, Ron Goldberg, Betsy Masterson, Laura Ryan, Colleen Bohannan, Katrina Roseler, Tara Bianchi, Dan Scudero, Joe Schunk, Keith Caldwell, Janis Sparks, Amanda Steil, Emily Darlington, Anne Williams, and Jennifer Stewart.
Issue: Drug Use/Abuse

· Problems

· Prescription drug use is on the rise- are more readily available than other drugs

· Ecstasy has become a big issue recently

· Early experimentation

· Is more of an issue than people might think

· Solutions

· Education

· Self-esteem building/counseling

· Parent awareness

Issue: Underage Drinking

· Problems

· Drinking and driving

· Marketing 

· Kids left home alone/Have a lack of things to do

· Early experimentation

· Access- kids have easy access at home because parents don’t know that kids know about it 

· Boat Dance

· Solutions

· Provide community/parent awareness and education 

· Implement Every 15 Minutes program

· Implement intervention programs to keep kids successful (support), engaged, involved, and connected

· Increase organized athletics and after school programs (Optimist, recreation) to reduce boredom

· Address family/cultural issues

· Start young- pre-K interventions

· Impose stronger penalties

· Provide students with trade skills (ROP programs)

Issue: General Safety/Health

· Problems

· Access to mental health services

· Access to low cost dental services

· Access to medical services

· High foreclosure rate will lead to stress/economic hardships

· No sidewalks on Theresa Street (Napa Junction)

· Speeding near the schools

· Need more animal control (30 skunks in 30 days at Napa Junction)

· Lack of supervision at bus stops

· Inadequate number of crossing guards

· Inadequate parking at some sites

· Increase in break-ins (at school and homes

· Solutions

· Provide alternative to suspension/expulsion (involving family support)

· ROP Program

· Apply for more grants

· Expand partnerships and increase collaboration with agencies in American Canyon 

· Hear youth and parent voices

Issue: Unsafe Driving

· Problems

· Unlicensed drivers (parents often unlicensed too)

· Joyriding

· Speeding/reckless driving 

· DUI/Drugs

· Provisional license violations (e.g., having other kids in the car)

· Curfew violations 

· Lack of seatbelt use

· Using cell phone/texting while driving (new laws)

· Parent drop-off

· Inexperience

· Solutions

· Enhance driver education and include defensive driving trainings- driver’s education now is not as extensive as it used to be

· Implement Every 15 Minutes program 

· Re-test drivers after provisional license is up 

· Provide incentives (e.g., safe driver discount on insurance) 

· Provide parent awareness/education- they need to now the consequences for their kids as well as for themselves

· Provide bus safety education and awareness (parents and kids)

· Increase driving age

Issue: Bullying/Violence

· Problems

· Cyber-bullying (e.g., bullying and bragging on MySpace)

· Texting or 3-way communication bullying- kids are ganging up on each other, creating rumors, etc.

· Racial bullying- slurs

· Sexual orientation- slurs

· Lack of awareness of hurtful words and tone- saying “just kidding” as an excuse

· Gangs/tagging

· Parents, schools and community need to “be on the same page” 

· Solutions

· Kids need a voice

· Enhance communication (help kids to figure out what to do and who to talk to) 

· Everyone needs to have access to the same information (whole community)

· Raise awareness about hurtful words

· Implement DARE

· Bring GREAT or other prevention programs back to Elementary and Middle Schools

Other Comments/Issues

· Better collaboration within American Canyon is necessary 
· Sustainability of programs and services is extremely important

· Vacant housing/homesteading- youth using empty homes to drink and do drugs. Need to keep a watch on
· Family Resource Center might be a good resource to provide parent classes before their child enters high school
· Student misbehavior- there needs to be a connection for them to services
· Student/parent courses could be an alternative (or in addition to) suspension/expulsion

